
    

  

  

Daily Bread – Nourishment & Info from your Pastors 

April 15, 2020 

 

Devotion: 

 

John 3:16 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 

16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 

believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 

 

John 3:16-18The Message (MSG) 

16-18 “This is how much God loved the world: He gave his Son, his one and only 

Son. And this is why: so that no one need be destroyed; by believing in him, anyone 

can have a whole and lasting life. God didn’t go to all the trouble of sending his Son 

merely to point an accusing finger, telling the world how bad it was. He came to help, 

to put the world right again. Anyone who trusts in him is acquitted; anyone who 

refuses to trust him has long since been under the death sentence without knowing 

it. And why? Because of that person’s failure to believe in the one-of-a-kind Son of 

God when introduced to him. 

 

When I was little, I loved time with my Grandma.   She owned her own beauty shop 

and was a seamstress as well. 

 

One of the activities with Grandma was to go to the store where they sold buttons by 

the basketful.  There was a button factory locally.  We would go with Grandma into 

the store.  Buttons were sold by the handful.  Grandma would hold out her hands 

because they were bigger than ours and we would fill them with buttons. 

 

One day I remember we (grandkids) were trying to fill her hands with fancy 

buttons.  Grandma said she needed the plain buttons like the white and brown and 

black buttons.   We said those buttons are not pretty.   We like the colorful buttons. 

 

Grandma said the colorful buttons were nice for fancy outfits, but the most useful 

buttons were the ones for every day - like for blouses and pants…  

 

My Grandma was quite religious and responsible for much of my early faith 

development.  Years later I would tell the story of those buttons.  Grandma did not 

  
  



say bad things about people and would shush us if we started putting someone 

down.  

 

Those buttons reminded me how each one of us is important to God. Those who are 

fancy, those that are plain, some are preachers, others teachers, others work with 

their hands and some their brains… God has a place for each of us. 

 

I think it is easy to feel useless in a pandemic. We each have things we do and are 

that give us a sense of being useful.   However, the pandemic has changed much of 

that for us.  The pandemic has also challenged us to do things differently in our jobs 

and even how we relate to one another. 

 

If you begin to feel useless please reread John 3:16. Remember we are all loved by 

God as a precious child.  I have a mason jar (blue) full of old buttons from my 

grandmother’s collection to remind me of this important lesson for all of us. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Leila 

 

Info: 

• Attached is the children’s bulletin that will go with our worship service this 

week.   

- Please share with your family and friends how you may experience worship at 

Faith UMC during the COVID crisis.  Our radio ministry can be heard Sundays, 

10:30 am on KHBT 97.7.  Videos of our services can be found on the Facebook 

page for Faith United Methodist Church Humboldt County.  The videos also can be 

seen on our church’s website (fumcfamily.com). 
  

 

easter 2 bulletin children.pdf  
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