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April 14, 2020 

Devotion: Easter Is Not a Day – It Is a Season 

This year, more than ever, it would be helpful for us to remember Easter is a season that is 50 days 
long. Most years, there are so many things in the oncoming weeks that seem to demand our 
attention that we lose sight of the Scriptural fact that the Resurrected Jesus appeared to his disciples 
for 40 days - just under 6 days. Following which there were 9 days for the Apostles to consider what 
Jesus meant when he said, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you/ 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” 
(Acts 1:8). On the 10th day following the Resurrected Christ’s ascension into the clouds, the 
Apostles experienced the power of the Holy Spirit Jesus had promised. 
Those 40 days following Jesus’ resurrection were filled with wonders – events, we might say, that 
“just don’t compute.” Jesus’ appearance on the road to Emmaus was a mystery to his disciples until 
they saw him break the bread. The Risen Christ appears without warning to remove the doubts of 
Thomas. The miraculous catch of fish at the Sea of Galilee. And, the emotionally charged moment of 
Peter’s redemption as the Apostle/Rock upon whom the church would be built when Jesus asks him 
three times, “Do you love me?” With these questions, Peter’s three-time denial of Jesus is cancelled. 
Easter isn’t only the empty tomb, it is also these miraculous appearances in the following 39 days 
that empowered the Apostles…and us. Between the cross and the empty tomb, the disciples had 
“sheltered in place” out of fear. But, early in the morning on the first day of the week, the women 
ventured out to anoint the body of the deceased Jesus. Instead of carrying out this traditional act, 
they were met by an empty tomb and an angel. The first persons to tell others of the Good News of 
Jesus Christ were they. From that moment the reverberations of their message have echoed 
throughout the history of the world. 
Bishop Haller in her Easter devotion mentioned a 1973 poem by Wendell Berry entitled “The Mad 
Farmer Liberation Front” (sounds like a title from the early 70’s doesn’t it?). In it, he challenges his 
readers with these words: “So, friends, every day do something that won’t compute. Love the Lord. 
Love the world…Love someone who doesn’t deserve it…Practice resurrection.” 
Practicing resurrection means bringing new life into places others have given up on. Practicing 
resurrection means offering forgiveness before it is asked for…not for the benefit of the offender, but 
for the benefit of the offended. Practicing resurrection means having hope in a future that probably 
will have little resemblance to the past. 
Receive these blessings my beloved friends: 
- May the Resurrected Christ teach you on the road of life as he did those Apostles. 
- May the presence of the Resurrected Christ assuage your doubts. 
- May you experience deeply the questioning Christ asking again and again: “Do you love me?” 
- May you receive the power promised those first Apostles as the Risen Christ ascended into 
heaven. 

Grace and Peace Be Yours, 
Pastor Jon 

Info: 
- The Conference is offering “Good Idea Webinars” on a weekly basis. Some of these webinars are 
focused on clergy issues while others focus on the role of laity during this time. Go to iaumc.org and 
look for “Good Idea Webinars.” There are a host of other articles and resources concerning what is 
happening in some of the 749 UM churches in Iowa. 
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