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March 18, 2020 

 

Devotion: Preparing Your Spiritual Soil 

 

Scripture: 15But as for that in the good soil, these are the ones who, when they hear the 

word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with patient endurance.  – 

Luke 8:15 

 

Devotion: To remind yourself of the context of the above verse, please read Luke 8:4-8, 11-

15.  Often called the “parable of the sower,” it could just as appropriately be named the 

“parable of the soils.”  Social distancing notwithstanding, spring is arriving.  I’ve seen a lot 

of field work beginning in recent travels.  The soil is being prepared to provide maximum 

nourishment for the seeds it will soon receive. 

          What is the condition of your spiritual soil?  Rather than thinking of our social 

distancing in terms of a low-level quarantine, perhaps we can see this as an opportunity 

for retreat.  The Gospels all record instances where Jesus retreated from the demands of 

the crowds and schedules.  During those times he reflected and prayed.  Could we use this 

time in a similar way so that our spiritual soil may be nourished? 

          What kind of soil are you?  How receptive are you to God’s message of transforming 

grace?  How deeply can the roots of God’s Word grow in your soul?   Read the parable 

again and honestly ask yourself which of the soils Jesus describes are you? 

          God meets us in this unique moment in human history.  We find ourselves less 

preoccupied and more available.  May the soil of our souls be nourished through the 

nourishment of connecting with God’s Word.  Spiritual nourishment may also be 

experienced through creativity and play.   Nourishment can grow in this unscheduled and 

unhurried time.  Nourish your soil; nourish your soul.  Cultivate the conditions of our 

souls for the love of God to grow in your lives! 

 

Prayer: Creator God in whose image we are all made: We thank you for the blessings you 

pour into our lives daily.  At the same time, we confess we’re often too busy to notice all of 

them.  May we use this time to retreat into your presence and Word that our souls may be 

nourished and our faith renewed.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 

 

Ideas & Announcements 

• In the past 4 days, several persons have stepped up to offer assistance to any 

requests we receive for help purchasing and/or delivering groceries.  We praise God 



for the thoughtfulness and generosity of these folks.  If you know of any persons 

who are struggling with needs for meals or groceries, please let the Pastors know. 

• Diane Cadman reports the following news concerning UMW meetings.  There will 

be NO general meeting of the UMW on April 2; and there will be NO district UMC 

meeting on April 14. 

• The mission committee reminds us that UMCOR Sunday (previously called “One 

Great Hour of Sharing”) is March 22.   This is the largest of the churchwide 

offerings and it funds our international and national disaster relief funds.  If you 

wish to make a donation, please send it to the church and indicate it is for UMCOR 

Sunday. 

• Please remember that the church building will be locked at all times through the 

end of March.  If you need to get in, please call one of the Pastors or the office staff 

if it is during office hours. 

• Office staff will be in the office M-W-F, 8 am to 2 pm until the end of March. 

• Hey Parents!  If you have an Amazon Prime membership, you have access to 

Amazon Prime videos at no expense.  VeggieTales is a wonderful cartoon series that 

teaches Bible stories with solid content and humor.  Other online video services 

may have them too. 

• If you know someone in Assisted Living, Long Term Care, North Care or South 

Care, send them a card.  It will be several weeks before they can have visitors. 

• The food pantry is in need of volunteers to carry food packages outside where 

individuals and families can pick them up. To volunteer or find out more, call 515-

332-3631. 

• Please remember to send in your offerings to the church office.   

• Section 3.E. in the Governor’s Public Health Disaster Proclamation says all 

gatherings of 10 and over cannot take place in church buildings.  We have been 

informed that local law enforcement officers can and will enforce this part of the 

Proclamation. 

 

Brothers and Sisters, we are all in this together.   May the fruits of the Spirit – love, joy, 

peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control (Galatians 

5:22-23) – be our way in this world. 

 

 

You all remain in our prayers, 

Pastor Jon                     Pastor Leila 

641-680-7464                515-680-7401 
 



 


