
    

  

  

Daily Bread: Nourishment and Info from Your Pastors 

April 27, 2020 

 

John 10:11-18 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 

11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 

12 The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the 

wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and 

scatters them. 13 The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for 

the sheep.  

14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15 just as the 

Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep.  

16 I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and 

they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17 For this 

reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again.  

18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it 

down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this command from my 

Father.” 

 

When Pastor Jon went to seminary – we packed up all our worldly possessions 

including a 3-year old, a dog, and a cat and drove across the country to Cape Cod 

Massachusetts.  I felt a call to the ministry as well but we wanted to have one more 

child. So, I delayed answering God’s call to the ordained ministry. 

 

When we came back to Iowa we had a 7 and 1 year old.  I began to realize that I 

could not deny God’s call any longer.  At the time I was working for the Iowa Annual 

Conference on a special project “Spirit Alive, Churches Alive”. I had regular contact 

and conversations with Bishop Reuben Job. 

 

One day while in my office the Bishop asked: “When are you going to come out of 

the closet?”  I must have looked confused.  He added: “When are you going to come 

out of the closet with your call to the ordained ministry?” 

 

I did not know he knew I was wrestling with a call.  After that day we had many 

conversations.  He encouraged me.  Asked good questions.  Prayed for me and 

finally I answered the call. 

 

  
  



As you can tell, Bishop Job had a big impact on my life. Jon and I were quick to pick 

up the small prayer guides he had written for clergy and laity. I want to share a story 

he told about his family that reflects on the scripture above. 

 

Taken from: “A Guide to Prayer For All Who Seek God”. Page 191. 

 

From Bishop Job: “As I drove up the driveway, our children raced out the front door 

and met me at the car. Before I could get my suitcase out of the car, they were 

telling me about Puddles, the dog that had followed them home from the little store a 

few blocks away. 

 

We had talked nearly every day about the dog we were going to get when we were 

able to move into the country.  Everyone wanted a big dog like a Dalmation or a 

black Labrador. But as I got out of the car, I noticed a dog that was small and 

scraggly, of mixed origin, very soon to be a mother, and yet very personable.  The 

chorus of affirmation for the dog from our children was compelling. 

 

But I gave no clear answer to their question, “Can we keep Puddles?” I did not want 

to adopt a dog like this, and I knew I had to move quickly to make sure we did not 

have a dog and a litter of puppies on our hands. I suggested that after our evening 

meal and our chores were completed we would talk about what to do with the dog. 

 

Later, when we were all settled in the family room, and with the dog in the garage, I 

asked each of the children to tell me why he or she thought we should keep Puddles 

when we could get a beautiful and large dog. Each of them had a good reason. She 

needed a home. We would enjoy the puppies.  She would be a watchdog. 

 

Last I turned to our eight-year-old son and asked him what we should do with the 

dog and why. His eyes filled with tears and he said, “We should keep her.” I asked 

him for his reason why we should keep this scraggly dog.    

 

He responded through his tears, “Because she loves me.”  We kept Puddles.  She 

was with us while our children grew up and when they called home from college and 

career, their first question was always, “How is Puddles?” She lived with us 

seventeen years because one little boy loved her enough to save her. 

 



Jesus knew that only love was strong enough to keep the disciples faithful in the 

days ahead… Only love is strong enough to keep us faithful and the question to us 

from the One who loves us without condition or qualification is, first, about our love. 

 

For God knows what we know: Only love is strong enough to keep us faithful…and 

joyful.  May our love for God continue to grow in the presence of God’s love for us.  -

--Rueben P. Job 

 

My prayer for each of us is to remember how unconditional and strong God’s love 

is.  May we also love one another as we have been loved by God.  

 

Pastor Leila Disburg   ldisburg@gmail.com    641-680-7401 

 

Info:  

• What about the Upper Rooms??? To receive your paper copy you usually 

get, here’s what you do: 1) For the Gilmore City, Livermore and Rutland 

centers – the Pastors will leave the usual number of Upper Rooms in the 

respective church building; 2) for the Humboldt center, you can either pick 

them up at the Plant sale or call MWF, 9am – 2:30pm and we’ll set one out for 

you at the west entrance. 

• The Upper Room is making online access to the daily readings during 

the COVID crisis. Go to: www.upperroom.org/covid-19  There you may 

download a pdf of the entire May-June edition of the Upper Room.  This will 

only be available through June 30. During this time, you may also want to 

keep track of their main website (www.upperrom.org). A devotion appears 

each day and there is an interactive prayer ministry you can be a part of. 

• How about a Facebook Watch Party!!You can watch our pre-recorded 

worship services on Facebook by organizing a watch party.  When you do 

that you can invited other members of the church who have Facebook to 

watch with you and you can converse with one another through the 

comments.   If you have a watch party, let the Pastors know.   

 

  
  

 

mailto:ldisburg@gmail.com
http://www.upperroom.org/covid-19
http://www.upperrom.org/

