
Daily Bread: Nourishment and Info from Your Pastors 

March 27, 2020 

 

Devotion  
 

Often in Bible study I lead the group in reading several versions of the same 

scripture.  Today I would like for us to read and listen for God’s voice in one of my favorite 

scriptures: John 12:24-26. 

 

Read through each version pausing between to first: 

          What does this say about human beings? 

          What does this say about God? 

          What does this say about the relationship between God and humans? 

 

          You can also look at different ways of saying the same thing in the three 

versions.   Sometimes that can throw new light on what is being said. 

 

John 12:24-26 New International Version (NIV) 

24 Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains 

only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. 25 Anyone who loves their life 

will lose it, while anyone who hates their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 

26 Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My 

Father will honor the one who serves me. 

 

John 12:24-26 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 

24 Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just 

a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25 Those who love their life lose it, and 

those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 Whoever serves me 

must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the 

Father will honor. 

 

John 12:24-26The Message (MSG) 

24-25 “Listen carefully: Unless a grain of wheat is buried in the ground, dead to the world, 

it is never any more than a grain of wheat. But if it is buried, it sprouts and reproduces 

itself many times over. In the same way, anyone who holds on to life just as it is destroys 

that life. But if you let it go, reckless in your love, you’ll have it forever, real and eternal. 

26 “If any of you wants to serve me, then follow me. Then you’ll be where I am, ready to 

serve at a moment’s notice. The Father will honor and reward anyone who serves me. 



 

I appreciate this scripture because it speaks to me in every circumstance.  I hear the song 

from Frozen:  “Let It Go” 

 

Let it go, let it go 

 Can't hold it back anymore 

 Let it go, let it go 

 Turn away and slam the door 

 

The grain of wheat is our lives.  When we let go of control and Let God be in control – our 

lives mean so much more. 

 

When we try to be in control (guilty) we begin to lose our fruitfulness. These verses are 

used in the Service of Death and Resurrection and read at the graveside when loved ones 

finally have no choice but to let go. 

 

From “A Guide to Prayer for All”, by Norman Shawchuck and Bishop Reuben Job, 

pages 166-167. “The final pictures in Matthew’s gospel are not only a bold affirmation of 

faith in the triumph of the kingdom of God, they are also a daring challenge to the 

disciples.  The only logical response to this God is the Great Commission: ‘Go into all the 

world and make disciples of all nations, for I am with you always, even to the end of time.’ 

 

“One of the most courageous witnesses for Christ was Archbishop Oscar Romero, the 

leader of the Roman Catholic Church in El Salvador, who was killed on March 24, 1980, 

while celebrating Mass in a hospital chapel in San Salvador.” 

 

“With unflinching courage, he applied the message of liberation and justice to the political 

and social struggles of his homeland.   In his last homily on March 23, he acknowledged 

‘the risk that is run by our poor station for being the instrument and vehicle of truth and 

justice,’ but he went on to say that, in the context of the Lenten season, ‘all of this is 

preparation for our Easter, and Easter is a shout of victory.  No one can extinguish that life 

which Christ revived. Not even death and hatred against him and against his Church will 

ever be able to overcome it.  He is the victor!”  - From What Will You Do with King Jesus? 

By James A Harnish. 

 

Praying for you and asking for your prayers. 

 

Grace and Peace, 



Pastor Leila Disburg      ldisburg@gmail.com      641-680-7401 

Pastor Jon Disburg        jdisburg@gmail.com      641-680-7401 

 

Worship at Faith UMC: Though we will not be having worship services in our centers, we 

are glad to report that there will be a worship service available through our radio ministry 

(Sundays, 10:30 am on KHBT. 97.7) and on our website (fumcfamily.com) and church 

Facebook page (search for Faith United Methodist Church – Humboldt County).  The 

online versions will be available by 5 pm Saturday evening.  And, a big THANK YOU to 

the 8 volunteers who came out to record these services.  When you watch, please hit 

“Share” and more folks will be able to experience our worship.  What an easy and painless 

way to invite others to church! 

 

Here’s an idea!!  Do you remember those brief videos of deployed military greeting family 

and friends the TV stations run during the Holidays?   Our church family is currently 

“deployed” to our homes as much as possible for at least the next 2 weeks, if not 

more.  What if invited folks to come to the church one family at a time to make a brief 

video with shout outs to neighbors and church members as well as a brief description of 

how your family is faring in this unique time in history??  Let Pastor Jon 

(jdisburg@gmail.com) know if you’d like to be a part of this.  If we get enough individuals 

and families over the next 8-10 days, we can have this done in time for Easter!! 

 

Upcoming Anniversaries: 

March 26: Vern & Bonnie Abbas                                                             

March 29: Jerry & Shirley Meyer, Allie & Brandon Haverly   

March 30: Don & Karen Day, Dean & Brenda Rush 

April 2: Ron & Mary Reedy 

April 4: Doug & Lorrie Bacon, Sherry & Steven Kunert 

April 5: Brian & Lisa Nelson 

April 9: Bill & Lori Habben, Dick & Sandi Collins 

 

Upcoming Birthdays: 

March 27: Erin Bennett, Michael Orness 

March 28: Pam O’Donnell, Hudson Duncan 

March 29: Mary Lou Foley, Dick Collins, David Edge, Jacob Sorenson, Jaden Himrod, 

Olivia Dickey,  

March 30: Roland Roghair, Jim Erickson, Brenda Wooten, Otto Dodgen  

March 31: Dale Ferguson, Tammy McKimmey, Judd Foth 

April 1: Gene Wempen, Melanie Edge, Larry Beilke,  
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April 2: Andy Anderson, Jan Newton, Emily Hughes 

April 3: Jared Knapp, Mack Harklau 

April 4: Rae Jean Morgan, Alecia Anderson, Kinley Eastman, Carter Day 

April 5: Sally Redenius, Stacy Mooney 

April 6: Shari Peters, Derrik Clark, Ashley Robinson, Makayla Lange 

April 7: Linda Benz, Annette Johnson, Becky Allen, Nate Mathis, Clayton Vorland, Baily 

Miller 

April 8: Mary Carlson, Brian McCullough, Jared Miller, Kara Weinert, Mason Wardell, 

Thaide Landolt 

April 9: Michelle Paeper, Ryder Wickett, Wes Streit 
 

 


