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Devotion: Costly Love 

          “Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one's life for one's friends.” – John 

15:13 

 

          To love someone can be risky business.  For to love deeply, one runs the risk of 

being deeply wounded.  Love carries with it that vulnerability to the possibility of being 

hurt.  Yet, we love.  Before he died, Jesus told his disciples of this kind of costly love: 

Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one's life for one's friends. Laying down 

one’s life is the ultimate act of vulnerability for love’s sake.   Little did the disciples know 

that within a few hours of saying that, Jesus would show them that love on the cross. 

          But think for moment of the incomprehensible nature of Christ’s love for us on the 

cross.  Once in awhile, we’ll read about a parent who gives their own life to save the life of 

their child.  Or, a spouse who places themselves in danger to save their spouse.  While 

tragic, situations like that are understandable. 

          But, Christ didn’t place himself in ultimate danger to save his disciples, his mother, 

or any other followers.  He pushed all humanity out of the way of the oncoming train of 

judgment and died in the process.  Not just for a few, but for a thousand generations of 

unborn and more he died.  God’s gift of Jesus’ life on our behalf is evidence of God’s love 

for all humanity…For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, and 

whosoever believes in him should not perish but have everlasting life (John 3:16).  

          Think about how you’d answer this question: After taking a serious and honest 

moral and ethical inventory of your life and faith, do you consider yourself worthy of the 

death of the Son of the Creator of the Universe on your behalf.  No person of faith would 

answer yes.  None of us is worthy of the love displayed on the cross.  Yet, it’s offered 

through grace…it’s a gift that can never be earned or repaid.  “But God demonstrates his 

own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). 

          This costly love, taken to heart, changes us…transforms us…makes us a “new 

creation” as the Apostle Paul wrote.  This Good Friday and Holy Saturday, may the 

immensity of God’s costly love for us all prepare us for an even deeper understanding of 

Resurrection. 

Grace, Pastor Jon 

 

Prayer: 

          Creator God, I give you thanks for the gift of salvation through faith in the life, death 

and resurrection of your only Son, Jesus Christ.  I know I am not worthy of the gift, yet you 



offer it.  May this gift of forgiveness transform me.  May it take away my “bent to 

sinning.”  May it act as a refiner’s fire and remove from me all impurities that keep me from 

following Jesus more closely.  Most of all, may my life, words, actions and decisions, from 

this day forward, be worthy of the title Christian.  All this I pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 

Info: 

• Don’t forget – we are Live @ 5 today!   You may watch our Facebook Live Good 

Friday service at 5 pm today.  Hope to see you there!  Write something in the 

comments so we can know you’re there! 

• The Easter worship service will be available any time after 5 pm Saturday.  Call 

some friends and organize a watch party! 

• Don’t forget to get your cross and egg sheets colored and leave them in the basket 

at the north entrance. 

• Have a blessed Easter celebration.   This is one we’ll all remember for the rest of 

our lives.   

 

 


