
    

  

  

Daily Bread – Nourishment & Info from Your Pastors 

April 6, 2020 

 

[Today’s edition of Daily Bread consists only of an article from the Pastors. 

Devotions and the usual content will continue tomorrow.] 

 

Thoughts from the Pastors 

 

            Do you know the difference between an interruption and a disruption?  An 

interruption is a brief break from your tasks to attend to the interruption (take a 

phone call while working on a financial spreadsheet).  After the interruption, you 

resume your task as usual.   A disruption is an event or piece of information that 

changes how you do your task (your boss stops in your office and says all the data 

for your financial spreadsheet is wrong and you’ll need to find the errors before 

resuming).  Some disruptions, though they change our lives, are good (getting 

married, having a child). Some disruptions are bad, and they change our lives 

(losing a job, a pandemic).  The question facing pastors and church leadership is 

this: Is this pandemic an interruption or a disruption?  That is to say, following 

this time of social distancing, will church be “business as usual” or will it be 

changed/transformed? 

            Each week we get dozens of emails from church vitality and growth experts 

from all different traditions who insist that 1) Covid-19 is a disruption and 2) the 

vital/growing church after COVID-19 will be transformed in several ways.  We have 

taken the most common observations and listed them below.   

1. Digital church is here to stay.  Circumstances have forced churches of all 

sizes to find ways to use digital media to offer worship, information and 

spiritual growth.  It takes 21 days to establish a new behavior or 

expectation.   This disruption will last 2 to 3 times that long. Behaviors and 

expectations WILL be changed in the coming days. 

2. Churches will shift their focus from Sunday to Everyday.   The time of 

self-quarantine has encouraged the use of daily communications, recorded 

resources, and recorded services.  Folks can access these at any time rather 

than waiting for a bulletin, a class or a service. 

3. Leadership will start to rethink the wisdom of multisite ministry.  The 

combination of the previous three points and the economic downturn created 

by COVID-19 will necessitate fewer Pastors serving several sites. 

  
  



4. The sermon will be augmented with weekly streamed studies or emailed 

Bible studies/devotions.  During this time pastors/staff have supplemented 

their worship services with email devotionals, live streaming Bible studies on 

the text for the week and other ways of helping their congregations prepare 

their hearts for worship.  Many lay persons have discovered these resources 

are a way to stay spiritually alert during the week as well as enhance the 

worship experience. 

5. Online services can attract regional and national interest through social 

media. When persons “share” their services streamed online, their online 

friends may be drawn to them as well. 

 

            When we gathered these, we became very excited about Faith UMC’s future 

beyond this difficult time.  Look at the list and consider how many of these are 

happening already! 

1. The response to our streamed services and “Daily Bread” have been very 

encouraging. 

2. One third of those who view our Facebook video do so on a day other than 

Sunday. 

3. Multisite ministry??  We’ve been doing it for well over 20 years! 

4. We’ve not done a lot with augmenting the weekly message with emailed or 

live-streamed studies so far…but I think we will now! 

5. Our Facebook reach has been greater than the total membership of Faith 

UMC for the last few weeks.  Our viewers (people who watch the video) have 

been greater than our average worship attendance each week.  Over 90% of 

our viewers are from Iowa; but the remainder are from Missouri, Arizona, 

Texas, Minnesota, Nebraska, Florida and Oklahoma over the last 2 weeks. 

 

            Yes, we’ve got a way to go before we’re delivered from this crisis.  But, we 

also think we have much to look forward to as well. And, we will not be without 

challenges after this is over.  We’ve had financial challenges for several years and 

they will not disappear when the crisis does.  But, we seem to be engaging more 

people through these services and email communications than when it was 

“business as usual.”  Don’t get us wrong, there will always be a place for in-person 

worship, studies, dinners, after school ministries, etc.  But when God leads faithful 

people through difficult times, they always emerge stronger and better 

prepared.  May just that be said of us. 



 

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Jon Disburg              jdisburg@gmail.com 

Pastor Leila Disburg            ldisburg@gmail.com  

             
 

  
  

 

mailto:jdisburg@gmail.com
mailto:ldisburg@gmail.com

