
Monday, March 23, 2020 
 
1-2 God, it seems you’ve been our home forever; 
 long before the mountains were born, 
 Long before you brought earth itself to birth, 
 from “once upon a time” to “kingdom come”—you are God.  (Psalm 90:1-2  The 
Message) 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ: 
       This past week my daughter Ashley has been in the process of moving from 
Kansas City to Ankeny.  They have two children, 2.5 and 4.5 years old. They have been 
talking to the kids about their new house. 
       When they got to Ankeny they stayed in a motel for a couple of nights.  Isaac who 
is 2.5 was excited when they checked in to the motel.  So excited he was certain the 
motel was their new home. 
       All the adults have laughed when they heard this.  Saying: Wait until he sees the 
real new house.    
I remembered scripture often mentions God as our home.  Growing up we moved 
frequently.  Every time we moved God was there through the people of the church.  God 
was my home even if my house was different each time we moved. 
Wherever we are, whatever is happening around us – God is our home forever.  I do 
hope you will remember that God is always with us.  Perhaps you can even see this 
time of physical separation from the world as a way to especially appreciate God as our 
home. 
Many of us were fortunate to have a good home where we found refuge and comfort. A 
place of encouragement, nourishment physically and spiritually, grace and love. 
Questions to ponder: 

1.  When in your life have you felt lost from the refuge of a home?   How did it turn 
out? 

2. Imagine those wandering in the wilderness – unsure of the future – questioning 
the promise of the promised land.  How do you imagine they managed? 

The last part of this passage is beautiful: “from “once upon a time” to “Kingdom come” 
you are God.”  This is from creation to the time when Jesus returns and we fully realize 
the world as God would prefer it to be.  Forever. 
We are in the in-between time.  I believe this is our time to step up and help others see 
the world as God wants it to be.  We can do that and through our many acts of kindness 
we get glimses of “kingdom come” or God’s preferred future. 
Thank you for all you are each doing to encourage others, to offer words of hope, to 
help others and to remain faithful. I appreciate all those who have volunteered to 
contact those who might not get out much, especially now.  
We must keep praying for those working in health care anywhere.  Their work is 
unbelievable. Prayers for our leadership. Prayers for those who are ill.   Prayers for 
those who are broken in body or spirit. Prayers for our loved ones who are far away. 



Give God thanks for what you have.  We don’t know how long this will continue.  Be 
consumed with the good.  Take deep breaths.  Rest.   Eat healthy.  Drink water.  Give 
thanks to God. 
I am praying for you and appreciate your prayers for Pastor Jon and I, Molly and Debbie 
and Merri (staff) and the world. 
Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Leila Disburg, ldisburg@gmail.com  641-680-7401  
 
From Kathy Rhode 
Our mission committee has purchased hundreds of books which have been given to 
children throughout Humboldt county.  A representative of Scholastic contacted me to 
share the following website that Scholastic has put together.  It is FREE and has great 
activities for students! She said to share with everyone! 
http://www.scholastic.com/learnathome 
 
Prayers: Marlys Johnson, our military, all health workers, Lloyd McBurney, our 
Governor and President, Scott & Jacki Lerdal. 
 
Offerings: It is so wonderful to witness your generosity during this time of crisis. 
Though some expenses are reduced when we do not have services, we still have 
buildings to maintain, staff to support, and apportionments to pay.  Please mail your 
regular offerings to: Faith UMC, PO Box 647, Humboldt, IA, 50548. Thanks to all who 
have given over these past 2 difficult weeks. 
 
Announcements:  
- The manager of KHBT has apologized for not playing our pre-recorded service this 
week.  They did receive the sound file, but it was not loaded into the cue for Sunday 
morning.  We have assurances that they will ensure this doesn't happen again.  Again 
this week, several of us will gather to pre-record our worship service that will be 
available on our web page and Facebook page beginning Saturday evening. 
- WOW! Our Facebook post with the video of the worship service was viewed 827 times 
(as of Monday) and 406 actually played the video!  406 is nearly 2 times the amount of 
persons we reach on an average Sunday morning!  Praise God. 
- By the way, did you know you can set up a Facebook watching party with other 
Facebook friends?  Click on "start watch party" and you will be able to chat on line with 
others you've invited to the party!  Just because we're apart, does not mean we have to 
be alone. 
 
Office Hours:  M – W – F from 8 am- 2:30 pm.  The doors are locked to protect us from 
people walking in.  All 4 staff are in the high risk category.  Just call one of the pastors 
and we can come to the door and get whatever you need to drop off.  Thank you. 
 
What's Happening?  Please share items of note with us by emailing 
either ldisburg@gmail.com or jdisburg@email.com.  We'd love to hear the creative and 
fun ways you've found to cope with these days. 
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